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(2) the discussion which involves more or less differential diagnosis; 

(3) the outcome; and (4) the final diagnosis. In addition, there are 
diagrams at the beginning of each chapter to show graphically the 
relative frequency of the various causes of the symptom under 
discussion. These diagrams are based partly on Dr. Cabot’s own 
investigations, partly upon statistics obtained from the literature. 
There is also at the end of many of the articles a table of differential 
diagnosis. It is upon the case histories that the value of the work 
will ultimately depend. These are presented with the dogmatism 
so characteristic of Dr. Cabot and in language that not infrequently 
is unconventional, but which is always precise. 

There will be many instances where the reader will disagree with 
Dr. Cabot, but this only adds to the interest of the book. Often 
Dr. Cabot states that a differential diagnosis between certain 
things is impossible, and fails to mention physical signs which might 
aid the differentiation. He is fond of speaking of wild and untamed 
physical signs, which, according to him, are signs absolutely in 
disagreement with the diagnosis, and therefore serve to indicate 
how carefully the case has been studied. I think that few will be 
willing to accept dynamic aorta as a final diagnosis. The important 
thing is that Dr. Cabot has produced a book on unconventional 
lines that is useful, and, more than its mere utility, is stimulating. 

Regarding the diagrams, we cannot share his enthusiasm. Un- 
undoubtedly it is desirable to have numerical statements of clinical 
facts and such statements are of importance if they are true. The 
presentation of these diagrams, even if they are inaccurate, may 
serve to call attention to the necessity of gathering further statistics, 
and they are at least no worse than the hazy ideas upon the subject 
possessed by some of us. However, it is my impression that should 
this further study be undertaken, the appearance of some of the 
diagrams will be very radically changed. J. S. 


Progressive Medicine. A Quarterly Digest of Advances, 
Discoveries, and Improvements in the Medical and Surgi¬ 
cal Sciences. Edited by Hobart Amory Hare, M.D., 
Professor of Therapeutics and Materia Medica in the Jefferson 
Medical College. Assisted by Leighton F. Appleman, M.D., 
Instructor in Therapeutics in the Jefferson Medical College, 
Philadelphia. Volume I, pp. 355; 18 illustrations. Volume II, 
pp. 397; 51 illustrations. Philadelphia and New York: Lea 
& Febiger, 1911. 

Volume I of Progressive Medicine begins with a discussion of 
the surgery of the head, neck, and thorax, by Charles H. Frazier. 
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After devoting 12 pages to the surgery of the face, jaw, mouth, and 
tongue, he deals with the neck, especial attention being given to 
tuberculous adenitis. Next follows a full account of various con¬ 
ditions of the thyroid, thymus, and parathyroid glands. The suc¬ 
ceeding 28 pages are given over to a consideration of the surgery of 
the brain, especially tumors, and the cranial nerves, the latter 
being considered in great detail. In a like number of pages devoted 
to thoracic surgery, the more important recent advances dealing 
with the heart, lungs, pleura, and esophagus are taken up, together 
wdth a concluding section on the mammary gland. In an article 
of 132 pages, John Ruriih has furnished an excellent and complete 
summary of the work done during the last year in infectious diseases. 
After paying a graceful tribute to the memory of Robert Koch, he 
calls attention to the most notable therapeutic achievement of the 
year, the introduction of salvarsan by Ehrlich and Hata. A discus¬ 
sion of various general factors in the spread and production of 
disease is followed by a consideration of most of the infectious 
diseases, including those due to parasitic agents. Cholera receives 
full and timely recognition. Poliomyelitis, tuberculosis, and typhoid 
fever are accorded most thorough treatment. Floyd M. Crandall, 
in 31 pages, deals with certain phases of diseases of children. In¬ 
fant mortality, hemorrhagic disease of the newborn, diseases of the 
urinary tract, are among the subjects discussed. In addition, 19 
pages are devoted to the question of infant feeding and the stools 
and digestion in infancy. Dr. D. Braden Kyle’s interesting con¬ 
tribution on Rhinology and Laryngology occupies 43 pages of the 
volume. He takes up important advances in our knowledge of the 
nose and the accessory sinus, the pharynx, larynx, and the tonsils. 
In the concluding 25 pages on otology, Arthur B. Duel discusses 
at some length deaf mutism, otitic meningitis, the Eustachian 
tube, sigmoid sinus thrombosis, the value of the Wassermann 
test in internal ear disease, and the use of vaccine therapy for 
purulent aural infections. As during each succeeding year the 
volumes of Progressive Medicine appear, the value of the work as 
a reliable guide to medical and surgical progress becomes more 
and more apparent. In this respect the first volume of 1911 is no 
exception to the many that have preceded it. 

Two thirds of Volume II of Progressive Medicine deals with 
topics that are largely surgical. In the first 40 pages William B. 
Coley goes at length into the subject of hernia. The operative 
treatment, numerous unusual forms of hernia, and various com¬ 
plications of the condition are taken up. Arpad G. Gerster has 
furnished an admirable review of 96 pages on the surgery of 
the abdomen. He enters into the many important advances 
in abdominal diagnosis that have of late resulted from the use 
of Rontgen rays, and describes, among other interesting pro¬ 
cedures, the use of Momburg’s aortic tourniquet and a method 
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of draining ascites into the subcutaneous abdominal tissues. The 
omentum and stomach are considered; under the latter especial 
attention is paid to the surgery of gastroptosis, acute gastric dila¬ 
tation, hemorrhage, and ulcer. A number of pages devoted to 
the intestines and appendix conclude his observations on the intes¬ 
tinal tract proper. Finally, he considers the liver and portal veins, 
the pancreas, and spleen. Under the latter heading, Banti’s 
disease is fully discussed. It is of interest to note that the recent 
articles on the Cammidge reaction are unanimous in regarding the 
test as useless for the diagnosis of pancreatitis. The gynecological 
section of 104 pages, by John G. Clark, comprises 33 pages on the 
cancer problem in general and that of the uterus in particular. 
The remaining pages contain an excellent digest of a number of 
subjects of live interest, among which may be mentioned uterine 
fibroids, displacements and prolapse of the uterus, pelvic inflamma¬ 
tory diseases, the relationship between rectal and pelvic diseases, 
backache, and various phases of the menopause. The medical por¬ 
tion of the volume consists of Alfred Stengel’s usual valuable contri¬ 
bution, which occupies 101 pages. Under the blood, he has entered 
fully into pernicious anemia, chlorosis, the leukemias and chloroma, 
hemophilia, purpura, and Addison’s disease. Then follow dis¬ 
cussions of myxedema and cretinism, Banti’s disease, and spleno¬ 
megaly. Several pages suffice for a review of what has been done 
of late on Hodgkin’s disease and diabetes insipidus, whereas 
diabetes mellitus and exophthalmic goitre embrace the concluding 
third of his article. The final section of the volume contains 25 
pages by Edward Jackson on ophthalmology. Before he takes 
up diseases of the several portions of the eye, as the conjunctiva, 
cornea, uveal tract, crystalline lens, retina, optic nerve, and lacry- 
mal apparatus, he calls attention to the influence of salvarsan on 
the eye, and concludes by considering injuries to the eye. The 
entire volume is of exceptional interest, and its perusal will amply 
repay all who desire to familiarize themselves with the many 
important advances that have recently occurred in the branches of 
medicine and surgery which it covers. G. M. P. 


Diagnostik der Nervenkrankheiten. Dr. L. E. Bregman, 
Oberarzt am stadtischen jiidischen Krankenhaus in Warschau. 
Mit einem Geleitwort von Hofrat Prof. Dr. H. Obersteiner 
in Wien. Pp. 535; 193 illustrations. Berlin: S. Karger, 1911. 

This is essentially a diagnosis fox diseases of the nervous system. 
The plan of the woik is excellent, but its uses will be limited because 
the work is not sufficiently extensive. Its plan is to present symptoms 



